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GRANDMOTHER  HANKS 

It  is  admitted  generally  that  the 
Christian  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln's 
grandmother  was  Lucy.  There  is  still 
much  confusion,  however,  about  her 
family  name  which  has  been  called 
both  Shipley  and  Hanks  before  mar- 
riage, and  both  Hanks  and  Sparrow 
after  marriage. 

Duly  authorized  public  records  and 
statements  by  members  of  connected 
families  will  be  introduced  in  an  at- 
tempt to  clarify  the  problem  of  the 
identification  of  this  grandmother  of 
the  president.  The  approach  to  the 
question  can  be  made  most  satisfac- 
torily by  working  from  the  positively 
known  facts  back  to  the  traditional 
evidence. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Sparrow 

The  first  information  about  the  ma- 
ternal grandmother  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln to  receive  attention  was  sub- 
mitted by  Dennis  Hanks.  He  wrote: 

"Her  name  (Lincoln's  mother)  was 
Nancy  Sparrow.  Her  father's  name 
was  Henry  Sparrow,  her  mother  was 
Lucy  Sparrow,  her  (Lucy's)  maiden 
name  was  Hanks,  sister  to  my  mother. 

"You  say  why  was  Nancy  called 
Hanks  ?  All  I  can  say  is  this,  she  was 
deep  in  the  stalk  of  the  Hanks  family. 
Calling  her  Hanks  is  probably  my 
fault ...  I  think  this  is  the  way  if  you 
call  her  Hanks  you  make  her  a  base- 
born  child,  which  is  not  true."  (Dennis 
Hanks  to  Herndon,  1866i) 

John  Hanks  "corroborated  Dennis 
on  all  vital  and  essential  points"  about 
Lincoln's  mother  and  neither  one  of 
them  ever  changed  their  opinion  about 
the  regularity  of  the  birth  of  Nancy 
Hanks,  although  they  could  not  ex- 
plain why  her  name  was  called  Hanks. 

Henry  Sparrow  and  Lucy  Hanks 
were  married  by  John  Bailey  in  Mer- 
cer County,  Kentucky,  on  April  30, 
1790.  Nancy  Hanks  at  the  time  of  this 
marriage  must  have  been  about  five 
years  of  age.  While  there  is  a  possi- 
bility that  Lincoln's  mother  as  a  small 
child  may  have  gone  by  the  name  of 
Nancy  Sparrow  during  the  time  she 
lived  with  her  stepfather,  Henry 
Sparrow,  when  she  left  this  home,  she 
evidently  used  her  real  name,  Nancy 
Hanks. 

Miss  Lucy  Hanks 
Dennis  Hanks  was  indirectly  re- 
sponsible for  the  second  theory  put 
forth  which,  in  the  minds  of  early  bio- 
graphers, contradicted  his  first  state- 
ment. He  claimed  that  Lucy  was  one 
of  four  daughters  of  Joseph  Hanks. 
Herndon  ignored  Dennis'  earlier  tes- 
timony about  the  regularity  of  Lin- 


coln's mother's  birth  and  claimed  that 
Nancy  Hanks  was  the  illegitimate 
child  of  a  Miss  Lucy  Hanks,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Hanks. 

The  following  observations  sup- 
ported by  court  records  refute  the 
theory  that  Lucy  was  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  Hanks. 

1.  The  will  of  Joseph  Hanks  names 
five  sons  and  three  daughters  living 
in  1793,  and  inasmuch  as  he  men- 
tioned "all  my  children"  in  one  be- 
quest it  implies  he  had  named  them 
all,  but  no  one  of  the  three  daughters 
is  called  Lucy. 

2.  Before  Lucy  could  marry  Henry 
Sparrow  a  certificate  of  her  age  had 
to  be  filed  with  the  county  clerk.  If 
Joseph  Hanks  had  been  her  father  he 
would  have  been  expected  to  sign  this 
certificate.  This  he  did  not  do. 

3.  Upon  the  marriage  of  Lucy  to 
Henry  Sparrow,  the  court  required  a 
bond  to  be  signed  and  the  signature  of 
Lucy's  father,  or  some  near  relative, 
would  have  been  necessary.  Although 
the  family  of  Joseph  Hanks  was  liv- 
ing not  far  away  no  member  of  this 
family  signed  the  marriage  papers. 

There  is  one  document  which  seems 
to  support  the  theory  that  Lucy  was 
an  irresponsible  character  but  when 
viewed  from  the  proper  perspective  a 
different  light  is  thrown  on  the  pro- 
ceedings. A  Mercer  County  grand  jury 
brought  an  indictment  against  her  for 
fornication.  She  was  never  brought  to 
trial,  however,  because  her  marriage 
to  Henry  Sparrow  seemed  to  have  re- 
moved the  cause  of  the  complaint. 

It  is  very  likely  that  she  was  living 
with  Sparrow  as  his  common  law  wife, 
not  an  unusual  occurrence  in  the  wil- 
derness, and  action  was  brought  to 
brine  about  a  marriage  contract.  The 
fact  that  she  raised  a  family  of  eight 
children,  two  of  them  ministers,  would 
not  indicate  her  character  was  as  de- 
based as  some  authors  have  supposed. 

Except  for  this  alleged  misconduct 
on  the  part  of  Lucy,  there  would  be 
no  indication  that  the  birth  of  Nancy 
Hanks  was  irregular. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Hanks 

All  the  members  of  the  Sparrow 
family  now  living  in  Mercer  County 
claim  that  when  Henry  Sparrow  mar- 
ried Lucy  Hanks  she  was  a  widow. 

The  editor  of  Lincoln  Lore  is  con- 
fident that  when  the  name  of  Lucy 
Hanks  was  inscribed  on  the  certifi- 
cate stating  that  she  was  of  age  in 
1790.   it  was   signed   Widow  Lucy 

The  confusion  of  Dennis  Hanks 
rested  in  the  fact  that  Lucy  was  a 
sister-in-law  instead  of  an  own  sister 
to  the  three  Hanks  girls. 

Furthermore,  members  of  the 
Hanks  family  have  stated  that  the 
name  of  this  son  of  Joseph  Hanks, 
who  married  Lucy,  and  died  before 
Joseph  made  his  will,  was  James 
Hanks.  Nancy,  it  is  claimed,  was  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Lucy  Hanks. 

When  Nancy  Hanks  married 
Thomas  Lincoln,  the  legal  procedure 
necessary  is  in  harmony  with  the  con- 


tention that  at  this  time  Nancy's 
mother  was  a  widow  and  had  married 

a8The'  Kentucky  guardian  law  called 
for  the  appointment  of:  "first,  the 
father;  second,  the  mother,  if  unmar- 
ried; third,  the  next  of  kin  giving 
preference  to  males."  Nancy's  father 
being  dead  and  her  mother,  Lucy, 
married  again,  her  Uncle  Richard 
Berry,  with  whom  she  was  living, 
would  be  the  legal  choice  for  her  guar- 
dianship and  he  so  signs  her  marriage 
bond  with  Thomas  Lincoln,  the  pros- 
pective groom. 

Miss  Lucy  Shipley 
There  is  much  evidence  now  avail- 
able to  show  that  Lucy  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Shipley  instead  of  Jo- 
seph Hanks,  and  that  her  alleged 
father  was  probably  her  father-in- 
law.  The  Hankses  lived  not  far  from 
the  Shipley  colony  in  Virginia  and  the 
writer  has  been  over  some  of  the  land 
they  owned.  Later  they  moved  to 
North  Carolina. 

On  William  Caldwell's  commis- 
sioners' book  for  Lunenburg  County, 
Virginia,  in  1750,  the  names  of  Robert 
Mitchell,  Richard  Berry,  and  Robert 
Shipley  appear. 

It  is  said  there  were  six  Shipley 
girls  and  four  of  them  are  accounted 
for:  Rachel,  who  married  Richard 
Berry;  Ann,  who  married  David  Mc- 
Cord;  Naomi,  who  mai-ried  Robert 
Mitchell;  and  Lucy,  who  married 
James  Hanks,  and  later  Henry  Spar- 
row. Some  family  notes  supporting 
these  connections  follow: 

"Nancy  Hanks'  mother's  name  be- 
fore marriage  was  Shipley  and  she 
was  a  Virginian.  There  were,  I  think, 
six  sisters  in  the  Shipley  family  but  I 
only  remember  the  names  of  the  hus- 
bands of  three:  Richard  Berry,  and 
Robert  Mitchell,  my  grandfather,  and 
Mr.  Hanks,  Nancy's  father."  (Char- 
lott  Hobart  Vawter  letter  in  1895.) 

"I  used  to  hear  my  grandmother 
say  that  she  was  a  second  cousin  to 
Nancy  Hanks.  My  grandmother  was 
Jane  Caldwell  McCord.  Her  grand- 
father was  David  McCord,  whose  wife 
was  Ann  Shipley.  (R.  C.  Simpson  of 
Vincennes,  Letter  to  editor  of  Lincoln 
Lore  1929.) 

"My  mother  was  a  Mitchell,  a  first 
cousin  of  President  Lincoln's  mother, 
their  mothers  were  Shipleys  from 
North  Carolina. ..  Nancy  Hanks,  Ab- 
raham Lincoln's  mother,  went  to  live 
with  Uncle  and  Aunt  Richard  Berry." 
(Sally  Shipley  Mitchell  in  Louisville 
Courier  Journal,  Jan.  5,  1881.) 

There  is  no  evidence  that  even  sug- 
gests that  Nancy  was  the  daughter  of 
Miss  Lucy  Shipley  before  she  married 
James  Hanks  so  that  but  one  of  the 
names  introduced  in  this  monograph 
must  be  eliminated.  There  is  no  de- 
pendable evidence  to  show  that  Lucy 
was  ever  a  Miss  Lucy  Hanks.  She  was 
first  Miss  Lucy  Shipley,  next,  Mrs. 
Lucy  Hanks,  and  then  Mrs.  Lucy 
Sparrow.  This  is  the  person  who  we 
believe  was  the  maternal  grand- 
mother of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


-  ... 


April  8,  1933 


Mrs.  W.  E.  Hoover 
E .  P.  D.  Ho.  2 
Frankfort,  Kentucky 

My  dear  Mr a.  Hoovers 

Shank  you  very  much  for  your  information 
about  the  Sparrow  family.      I  find  in  oar  records  three 
brothers,  Henry,  George  and  Shomas  Sparrow;  George,  I 
believe  must  have  been  your  grandfather.      The  Henry  Sparrcw 
here  mentioned  married  Alcey  Smith  and  I  find  that  William 
f.  Sparrow  married  Jane  Ashley  so  I  think  we  have  the  family 
records  of  the  people  with  whoa  you  are  connected,  although 
the  Henry  'Sparrow  named  is  not  the  Henry  Sparrow  who  married 
Lucy  Hanks.     What  the  relation  is  I  cannot  say  just  now. 

If  we  are  able  to  determine  just  the  relation- 
ship between  your  people  and  the  Fankses ,  we  will  be  pleased 
to  let  you  know. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


"no.  1 


Director 

Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 


Miss  Vera  Koenig, 

ew    'lsines?-"  rpli  cation 
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THE  RELATIVES  OF  LINCOLN'S  MOTHER 


The  names  of  the  relatives  of  Lin- 
coln's mother  appearing  in  this  bulle- 
tin are  listed  on  the  assumption  that 
Nancy  Hanks  was  the  only  child  of 
James  and  Lucy  Shipley  Hanks. 

Parents 

Hanks,  (James)  Died  before  1790 
Son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 

Hanks,  Lucy  Shipley  (1765-1825) 
Daughter   of   Robert   and  Sarah 
Shipley 

Step  Father 

Sparrow,  Henry  1765-1841 

Half  brothers  and  sisters 

(Children  of  Henry  and  Lucy 
Sparrow) 

Sparrow,  James 

Married  (1)  Parthenia  Vanderven- 

try  (2)  Nancy  Hineman 
Sparrow,  Thomas 

Married  (1)  Sally  Smith  (2)  Mary 

Smith 

Sparrow,  Henry  1802-1881 

Married  Ailsy  Smith  1805-1895 
Sparrow,  George 

Married  Susan  Ingram 
Franklin,  Elizabeth  Sparrow 

Married  Claiborn  Franklin 
Campbell,  Lucinda  or  "Lucy,"  Sparrow 

Married  James  Campbell 
Ingram,  Margaret  or  "Peggy"  Spar- 
row 

Married  William  Ingram 
Whitehouse,  Mary  or  "Polly"  Sparrow 
Married  Benjamin  Whitehouse 

Uncles  and  Aunts,  Maternal  Line 

Shipley,  Robert,  Jr. 

Son  of  Robert  and  Sarah  Shipley. 
Shipley,  Rachel 

Daughter  of  Michael  and  ?  Prewitt. 
Berry,  Richard,  Sr. 
Berry,  Rachel  Shipley 

Daughter  of   Robert   and  Sarah 

Shipley 
Mitchell,  Robert 

Son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  Mitchell 
Mitchell,  Naomi  Shipley  (1748-?) 

Daughter  of  Robert   and  Rachel 

Shipley. 
Shipley,  George 

Son  of  Robert  and  Rachel  Shipley 
Shipley,      ?  ,  „ 

Daughter    of    (Michael)    and  ? 

Prewitt 

McCord,  David  (1744) -(1816) 
McCord,  Ann  Shipley  (1740) -(1828) 

Daughter   of   Robert   and  Sarah 

Shipley 
Sloan,  Robert 
Sloan,  Margaret  Shipley 

Daughter   of   Robert   and  Sarah 

Shipley  ■  . 

Married  second  husband,  Mathew 

Armstrong 

Uncles  and  Aunts,  Paternal  Line 

Hanks,  Thomas 

Son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 


Hanks,  Joshua 

Son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 
Hanks,  William 

Son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 
Hanks,  Elizabeth  Hall 

The    mother    married    (2)  Caleb 

Sparrow,  Thomas  ?-1818 

Son  of  James  W.  and  Mary  Spar- 
row 

Sparrow,  Elizabeth  Hanks  ?-1818 

Daughter   of   Joseph   and  Nancy 

Hanks 
Friend,  Jesse 

Son  of  Isaac  Friend 
Friend,  Mary  (Polly)  Hanks 

Daughter   of  Joseph   and  Nancy 

Hanks 
Hall,  Levi 

Brother  of  Elizabeth  Hall  Hanks 
Hall,  Nancy  Hanks 

Daughter   of  Joseph   and  Nancy 

Hanks 
Hanks,  Charles 

Son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 
Hanks,  Joseph  1781-1856 

Son  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  Hanks 
Hanks,  Mary  Young  ?-1872 

Daughter   of  John   and  Susanna 

Young 

Cousins,  Maternal  Line 

(Children   of   Richard   and  Rachel 
Berry) 

Brumfield,  Joanna  Berry 

Married  James  Brumfield 
Brumfield,  Sarah 
Pitman,  Rachel  Berry 

Married  Thomas  Pitman 
Berry,  Richard,  Jr. 

Married  Polly  Ewing 
Berry,  Francis 

Married  Elizabeth 
Mitchell,  Jane 

Married  Daniel  Mitchell 
Berry,  Edward 

Married  Polly  Brazelton 

(Children  of  Robert  and  Sarah 
Mitchell) 

Mitchell,  John  1798-1853 

Married  Judith  Bass 
Mitchell,  Daniel 

Married  Jean  Berry  ?-1852 
Mitchell,  Robert 

Thompson,  Sarah  Mitchell  1773-1855 
Married  John  Thompson 

(Children  of  Matthew  and  Margaret 
Armstrong) 

Armstrong,  Matthew,  Jr. 

(Children  of  George  and  ?  Shipley) 

Shipley,  Edward 

(Children  of  David  and  Ann  McCord) 

McCord,  William  1766-1824 

Married  Jane  Moore 
Campbell,  Sarah  McCord 

Married  James  Campbell 
McCord,  Robert  1770-1840 

Married  Pamelia  Harris 


McCord,  John,  1773-1846 

Married  Jane  Reid 
McCord,  David  1781-1852 

Married  Dorcas  Roseborough 
Elder,  Ann  Shipley  1782-1855 

Married  Alexander  Elder 
McCord,  James  1785-1873 

Married  Margaret  Summers 
Elder,  Rosa  Shipley  1788-1812 

Second  wife  of  Alexander  Elder 
McCord,  Mary  (Polly)  1790-1836 

Never  married 

Cousins,  Paternal  Line 

(Children  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Hanks) 

Hanks,  James  1794-1852 

Married  Rebecca,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Mary  Martin  Atherton 

Meador.  Elizabeth  Hanks 
Married  Jubal  Meador 

Robbins,  Nancy  Hanks 
Married  Jacob  Robbins 

Hanks,  Charles  ?-1852 
Married  Hannah  Martin 

Hanks,  William  1804-1900 
Married  Elizabeth  Kanatyar 

Hanks,  Celia 

Hanks,  Joseph 

Hanks,  John  1802-1889 

Married  Susan  Malinda  Wilson 

Douglas,  Lucinda  Hanks  1813-1890 
Married  Thomas  Douglas 

Brown,  Sarah  Hanks 

Hanks,  Andrew  Jackson 

(Children  of  Levi  and  Nancy  Hall) 

Hanks,  Dennis  1799-1892  . 
Son  of  Nancy  Hanks  Hall.  Married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Sarah  Bush  Johnston 

Hall,  Squire 

Married  Matilda,  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel and  Sarah  Bush  Johnston 

Hall,  William 

Married  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Mary  Young  Hanks 

Hall,  James  ,  .  _ 

Married  Caroline,  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph and  Mary  Young  Hanks. 

(Children  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Hanks) 
Hanks,  Jacob  Vertrees  1812-1894 

Married  Elizabeth  Adams 
Kirkpatrick,  Elizabeth  Hanks  1813- 

1839 

Married  James  Kirkpatrick 
Hanks,  Susanna  1816-? 
Hosier,  Nancy  Hanks  1818-1890 

Married  William  Hosier 
Hanks,  John  Henry  1822-? 

Married  Emma  Atkison 
Hanks,  Joseph  1825-? 

Married  Martha  Bartholemew 
Hall,  Mary  Ann  Hanks  1827- ?  # 

Married  William,  son  of  Levi  and 

Nancy  Hanks  Hall 
Loper,  Amaltha  Hanks  1830-1849 

Married  Henry  Loper 
Hanks,  Isabelle  1833-  ? 
Hall,  Caroline  Hanks  1836- ?  . 

Married  James,  son  of  Levi  and 

Nancy  Hanks  Hall 
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Tho  Sparrow  family  of  :  orcor  tad  subso  Luontly  of  Anderson  Mi  -pence* 
and  adjacent  Counties  of  Kentucky,  probably  nif  rated  from  Virginia  between 
17GD  and  1790. 

The  first  United  states  Consuo  Reports  shows  two  ...parrow  families  in 
Halifax  County.     Thomas  sparrow  in  17G£  had  a  fcnily  of  six,  all  white,  in 
one  dwelling.     The  same  family  in  1765  had  seven  members,  one  child  probably 
having  boon  born  in  tiie  interval.    John  ..parrow  of  tho  same  County  had  a 
family  of  eoven  in  17G;  ,  and  the  can©  in  17G5.  Either  of  these  families, 
c (insist log  of  two  parents  and  five  children,  would  meet  numerically  the  ro- 
uiro:.*ents  of  the  f amily  wo  are  seeking. 

By  1790  the  up&now  family  was  certainly  in  Kentucky  and  the  father  woe 
probably  deadj  for  Henry  sparrow,  tiie  oldest  son,  ap-oaro  to  have  teen  the 
responsible  head  of  tho  family*    There  were  four  brothers  and  one  sistori 
Henry,  Bridget  or  3iddy,  Thomas,  Peter  and  Dennis.    Thorn  is  a  record  also 
of  Rebecca   oiling  ~;>arrow,  who  :.arrlod  /oter  >  porrow,  but  this  I  think  is 
a  mistake,  although  tho  record  is  clear  that  she  was  the  daughter  of  Janes 
Boiling  Jparrow.     1  thin*  he  was  really  the  James  Boiling,  whom  wo  find  fre- 
quently in  th.  lercer  County  rocordE,  tiie  name  oparrow  being  added  through 
inadvertence. 

So  one  of  those  fivo  J  arrows  could  write. 

As  Dennis  did  not  marry  until  1GC4,  he  was  probably  tho  youogooti  pos- 
sibly I  a  was  Ue  child  born  to  Thomas  ..parrow  betwoon  170£  and  17GD.  It 

*  • 

is  probably  for  this  ?x>  nia  that  Dennis  Hanks  was  named.  Dennlc  Ranks  was  bom 
ray  15,  1799,  and  the  two  families  by  that  tin©  were  doubly  connected  by\ 
marriage. 


From  the  desk  of — 
LOUIS  A.  WARREN 
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Tho  marriages  of  all  fivo  of  those  .  parrcwe  have  boon  few.  d. 

Hoqr/  carrot?  lurried  lucy  fiSteU  'pril  3,  1791|  there  is  MBH8  reason  to 
think  that  llMHQf  died  about  1825,  and  that  Henry  Hurried  as  his  second  wiifc, 
Rhode  Johnston*     Certainly  a  Henry  Oporrow  was  married  to  Hhoda  Johnston, 
the  bond  being  dated  July  31,  1827.    9tMI  ms  certified  by  hor  brother  Jacob 
Johnston  as  being  above  tim  .ity-ono  years  of  ago. 

The  second  BWtfftifi  of  record  lo  that  of  Bridget  or  Biddy  ^-Darrow  who 
married  Jj£iri  Panle^ ,  the  bond  dated  Oe  tofcer  7,  1795,  Henry  Sparrow  concetti 235 
as  "jpiinfttWI  1 "  Bridget  had  a  second  husband,  for  1 1  a  suit  dated  00 pt ember 
27,  1024,  sho  gives  bar  husband's  name  ce  Joseph  Painter. 

ffiOTtf*  .r;mvim  ^rrloo  >:UZ&,  qth  H:^,  oond  datod  October  17,  1796, 
Henry  S  parrow  ae  bondsman.    This  couple  died  without  children. 

Peter  .parrow  carried  Bobecca  i3olll:u:l  g  arrow),  bond  dated  /ugust  6,  1798. 
This  record  lo  wrongly  printod  in  tho  list  as  of  Thoiaas  sparrow  to  lebocca 
Boiling  ~parrow,  but  tho  lend  shows  that  it  was  ?eter  and  not  Thomas  UBS 
married.    The  date  of  the  marriage  was  August  9,  and  the  minister  was  LSe  Craw. 
Bobeoca  ovitlently  died  a  id  soon  for  Potor  ../oarro-,,/  married  :  illip  ~  awards, 
bond  dated  Scwnber  19,  1800.  Jaraos  boiling  ma  .Peter1  o  bondsman,  tho  father-* 
in-law  I  judge  of  Peter* s  first  marriage. 

gonads  omrrow  married  ousannah  Davis .  roor,  ^.r/  11,  1G(4,  Henry  wparrow 
as  bondsman.  SfM&.-d 

This  disposes  of  tho  first  cere  ration  of  tho  .xxirrows  and  with  post  of 
them  we  have  no  trxediato  concern.  They  bred  mightily  in  the  wildornooa  and 
their  seed  possesses  the  earth  in  nderoon  County  and  spreads  into  any  ad- 
jacent counties.    At  present  wo  are  concerned  with  Henry. 

Henry  •-•parrow  woe  a  soldier  in  the  "Evolution,  serving  sis  months  as 
a  private  in  Captain  StMBoao  blip's  Company,  Colonel    lliiam  I .;uoiord»s  Virginia 
Regiment.  His  service  was  in  the  spring  of  1761.  He  enlisted  at  ::ocklou/jrg 
Court  House,  Virginia,  and  lo   recorded  ao  having  been  born  in  that  county, 


Octobor  9,  1760.    Ho  woe  srantod  a  penaloa  certificate,  i0.E539G,  loaned 

January  4,  1633,  at  tlio  rate  of  $20.00  per  annua,  hia  oeaolonod  reckoned  from 
:.arch  4,  1051  •    Hia  last  ;x3.ioion  clal  i  vtaa  paid  in  tho  outran  of  104C  and  tho 
o.iaior.   uroou  hao  nothing  on  file  concerning  hie  family, 
and  Lac:/   narrow  bod  eight  childreni 


v,  .  .  jla^f^r  ^iod  HHt  iforthoalfc  yandenontry ,  rzarxismiAr  on  ..ufuet 

20,  1010  Nancy  Hinoixn,  bond  doted  .:.uruct  20,  1610.  Ho  ■  i  ae  m  B.iptlBt  pr  ochor. 

A 

L,        '-r.-rrlod  Jelly  jr:lthT  dmrptorW 


dated  July  31,  1626|  anu  e*cond,  liare  .jalth.  a  later  of  his  flrat  wifo,  ^prll 
11,  1056. 

"toy.  Homr/  parrow  mirried  |||JB  jftllfcf  WMNdfc^tpL) ,  bofld-tm^od  ^ 
February  10  §  18£f-.  g&rr  woro-nsnrrloa  Poltuaiy  19 1  1022  te^^^w«44«m^migafcac . 
.'Hoy  was     cie tor  of  ^ally  and  L:ary  Jrnith,  toae  two- wivee '^"thDrgg^O^Hwre. 

-Aeeordiiit;  to  their  tor&titones  In  :iew  Liberty  churchyard,  Henry  wo*  born  august 

0,  1002,  died  October  7,  1001;  and  ;  llav  was  bora  ITovonbor  £15,  1005%and  diod 

.overabor  7,  1695.   Henry  sparrow  ae  a   ibcipie  preacher. 

Go  rr*p  .  rorrow  marriod  Stttttt  Ingram. 

Of  Honry  and  Lucy 
The  four  dauehtersAwore  i  .Glizabeth.  who  B*  ried  C^atbprn  graaMLta. 

July  13,  1013i  HB  or  j^j,^,  1*0  narriod  Jape  Ca^.bo.U;  Ifcftimt  or  .fr/KE, 

*ho  oarrloC  ,  Iftfirqpt  and  ^o^y  or  Mm  who  laarrled  frenja^a  /ifttofiggftp, 

July  9,  1009.   Ho  died  in  1866,  hi  a  will  oriented  July  TO,  1060  and  probe  ted 

.uguct  16,  1066. 

7o  find  aloo  record  of  the  record  of  tho  dooc  :ident3  of  the  "owthero 
of  Henry  -  arrow,  excepting  Thooae,  who  dted  chlldlesa  in  Indiana.  Those 
recorda  suffice  tc  connect  the  pioneer  fondly  with  the  traditions  of  living 
roproaentativee  of  the  family. 

Hit  tho  f  oroecinc  Information  I  an  t~uch  indobtod  to  Ilioeea  Llary 
Hart  ha  ^tephenson  of  Kerr*  debar  g,  Hon.   'illiao  H.  iTownaond  of  Lexington, 
."re.  Jouott  Taylor  Cirmon  of  the  'ontnclc;  ri3torlcal  .  ociety. 


c 


FRIDAY,    JULY    3,  1936. 


FIND  NANCY  LINCOLN'S  MARK  ON  WILL 


*****  x^ts*^^ 


^9 


<5H^  <*9f  ^JML^*,, 


WILL  ON  WHICH  NANCY  LINCOLN  AFFIXED  HER  MARK. 


A  thin  sheet  of  yellowed  paper 
with  old-fashioned  script  dimmed  by 
years  has  just  been  found  by  Works 
Progress  Administration  women 
workers  who  were  renovating  the 
court  files  in  the  Spencer  county 
Courthouse  at  Rockport. 

It  looked  like  any  of  the  other  hun- 
dreds of  documents  they  have  been 
indexing  and  putting  in  order.  But 
in  the  left  hand  corner  they  found 
something  that  made  them  gasp. 

Testament  of  Her  Uncle. 

It  read,  "Nancy  Lincoln,  her 
mark."  There,  with  a  small  "x," 
the  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln  had 
affixed  her  signature  as  witness  to  a 
will.  It  was  the  testament  of  Thomas 
Sparrow,  her  uncle,  who  with  his 
wife,  Betsy  Hanks  Sparrow,  had 
come  to  Spencer  county  from  Ken- 
tucky in  1817  and  made  his  home  with 
the  Lincolns.  They  also  brought 
with  them  Dennis  Hanks,  Nancy's 
cousin,  who  was  the  beneficiary  of 


the  will,  and  who  lived  with  the  Lin- 
coln family  many  years. 

Shortly  after  the  will  was  attested, 
in  September,  1818,  Thomas  Sparrow 
died,  a  victim  of  the  epidemic  of 
"milk  fever.  His  wife  succumbed  to 
the  same  disease  shortly  thereafter, 
and  in  the  middle  of  October,  Nancy 
Lincoln  also  died  of  milk  fever. 
The  document  reads  as  follows : 
"October  9th,  1818— This  twenty- 
first  day  of  September  in  the  year 
Eighteen  Hundred  and  Eighteen 
Thomas  Sparrow  is  in  his  perfect 
senses  on  this  date  above  mentioned, 
that  all  the  goods  and  chattels  that 
the  above  mentioned  Thomas  Spar- 
row has  is  to  belong  to  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Sparrow  so  that  she  can 
do  as  she  pleases  with  it  until  her 
death  and  after  her  death  the  whole 
of  the  property  above  mentioned  is 
to  fall  to  Dennis  Hanks  when  he 
comes  of  age  and  that  the  above  T. 
Sparrow  has  made  chois  of  Thomas 
Carter  to  be  his  Executor  for  his 
effects  above  written  this  from  un- 
der   my    hand    and    seal.  Signed: 


David  Casebier,  Nancy  Lincoln  her 
mark,  and  Thomas  Sparrow  his 
mark." 

Probate  Records  to  1818. 

Other  valuable  papers  discovered 
by  the  WPA  workers  were  probate 
records  dating  back  to  1818,  during 
which  time  the  court  was  held  in 
the  home  of  Azel  Dorsey,  near  Rock- 
port. 

Old  marriage  licenses,  the  first 
ones  written  in  a  floushing  hand, 
those  around  1837  and  later  printed 
in  old  English  type,  were  divided 
according  to  years  and  put  in  tin 
containers. 

In  addition,  the  WPA  women  work- 
ers cross-index  all  estate  papers 
from  1836.  to  1914,  civil  causes  trom 
1864  to  1932,  court  dockets  from  1865 
to  1901,  judge's  dockets  from  1889 
to  1913,  and  justice  dockets  from 
1859  to  1921.  They  cleaned  cash 
books  and  miscellaneous  books  and 
180  volumes  of  the  Official  records  of 
the  Union  and  Confederate  armies. 


SPARROW  FAMILY 


Bedford  City,  Va.  Nov.8,18S5 

1784  or  1785  James  Wright  Sparrow  was  living  in  Bedford  County 
this  is  the  earliest  record  of  him.  He  leased  a  tract  of  land  and 
it  was  in  the  Fee  book  of  that  period  I  find  his  name, 

Mrs.  Robert  B.  Clayton 


Barton's  -nata 

EECtLIMBUHG  COUMfT  VA 

JameD  ffl right  '.Sparrow  8  children  in  17y0 

Cousins 

James  Howling  Sparrow  10  children  in  ltf^O 

'-issing  from  Virginia  17y8 


*  1  V 


A«?°I  A    ,NTV  RV*ub™CAN 
Wednesday,  February  8,  1939 

,,,ur*uay  kcI,.  1%  wil.1,  Eva  Ben- 
ter,  Mabel  Kolck,  and  Dolly  A„s- 
Paugli  as  hb&tesses.  This  Will  b'e  an 
•  I  (lay  jeetfng  w1.„  p0t-lUck  dinner 
'II  noon. P  * 


Relative  of  Li 


vith  pot-1 

incoln's 


REV.  J.  j.  WHITEHOUSE 
Rev.  James  J.  Whitehouse,  pastor 
vol-  Hvp" ^nfola  Christian  church,  is  a 
elative  ot     Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 

Hanke,rT°f  A1bl'aham  Lincohl-  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincoln  was  the  only  daugh- 
tei  ot  James  and  Lucy  Shipley 
Hanks.  After  the  death  other 
father,  James  Hanks,  her  mother 
married  Henry  Sparrow,  and  £ 
hem  were  born  eight  children,  half- 
brothers  and   half-sisters  of  Nancy 

"pnif  -  L«UC01"-     0f  these  Mary  or 
I°"f.    Sparrow,  married  Benjamin 
Whitehouse.  and  the  couple  became 
the     grandparents     of     Rev.   J  j 
Whitehouse.  "The  Whitehouse  fam- 
ily has  been  distinguished  as  preach- 
es     n     the     Campbelite  Christian 
churches,"  states  Dr.  LouiaJHwSfn 
well   known   authority   on   the  Lin 
coin  family.  e 

Mr.  Whitehouse  will     BPeak  on 

oi  tht  Am  L,inC°ln"  at  the  ™etf!J 
ovon?ng    ng°Ia  R0ta,T  Club  F^ 

 "  -   "  *"  •  •  •  ..  l-il 
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James  A.  Peterson 
Attorney  at  Law 


White  Oaks  Springs  Farm 
Yoekville,  Illinois  60560 
Telephone  (313)  553-7111 

I  do  not  sell  books.  I  am  not  a  genealogist.  I  am  not 
a  relative  of  the  Lincolns  or  the  Hanks. 

I  rely  on  records  and  documents.  However,  in  some 
things  I  believe  in  strong  tradition,  but  qualify  it  and  do 
not  represent  it  as  an  absolute  fact. 

Sometimes  strong  traditions  can  go  wrong.  For  example, 
Mr.  Lincoln  in  an  interview  with  Mr.  Scripps  of  the  Chicago 
Tribune  said  that  his  parents  were  married  in  Hardin  County. 
After  the  assassination,  writers  flocked  to  Hardin  County 
and  found  no  marriage  records.  Ugly  rumors  spread  and  support- 
ed Mr.  Herndon  in  his  stories  about  Nancy  Lincoln  and  Lucey 
Hanks. 

The  marriage  records  were  found  in  Washington  County 
several  years  later  due  to  the  persistence  of  Mrs.  Vawter 
and  Squire  Thompson.  Their  Shipley  tradition  proved  to  be 
true. 

An  interesting  conflict  arises  where  records  are  mis- 
leading. 
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The  records  show  that  Thomas  Lincoln  bought  the  Mill 
Creek  farm  in  1803  and  owned  it  until  after  Abraham  was  born. 
The  inference  was  drawn  that  Abraham  was  born  there. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  in  his  letters  to  Haycraft,  said  that  he 
was  born  »  on  Nolin".  Mr.  Lincoln  also  wrote  to  Haycraft 
that  his  sister,  "  two  years  older  than  myself",  was  born 
in  Elizabethtown.  In  that  case,  traditions  were  superior  to 
records. 

Now  authorities  find  that  Nancy  Hanks,  for  the  first 
time,  appears  in  the  Richard  Berry  Sr.  home  in  present  day 
Washington  County,  Kentucky.  From  that  point  there  seems 
tobe  considerable  accord. 

How  Nancy  Hanks  came  to  be  in  the  Richard  Berry  home 
has  not  been  convincingly  explained. 

Dr.  Warren  quotes  J.H.Barrett  who  wrote  a  campaign 
biography  from  an  interview  with  Mr.  Lincoln, 

n  Mr.  Lincoln  stated  to  me  in  1861  that  his  mother 
was  born  in  Virginia,  that  she  came  to  Kentucky 
with  some  of  her  relations  and  not  with  her 
parents,  but  gave  no  clue." 

Dr.  Warren  is  inclined  to  the  theory  that  a  James  Hanks, 
a  neighbor  of  the  Shipleys  in  Virginia,  was  the  father  of 
Nancy  and  the  husband  of  Lucey.  The  circumstances  in  respect 
to  the  marriage  of  Lucey  to  Henry  Sparrow  would  indicate 
that  Lucey  was  a  widow. 


Dennis  Hanks  has  been  castigated  by  experts.  He  was 
subjected  to  the  most  intense  examination.  He  bore  up  well 
but  faltered  when  it  came  to  Nancy  and  Lucey.  My  impression  has 
been  that  he  was  determined  to  protect  Nancy.  He  insisted 
that  Mr.  Lincoln^  grandmother  was  Lucey  Hanks.  He  included 
her  as  one  of  Joseph  Hanks  daughters.  To  make  things  fit 
he  had  to  declare  that  Nancy  Lincoln  was  Nancy  Sparrow  before 
her  marriage. 

Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Sparrow  raised  Dennis,  who  was  an 
illegitimate  son  of  Elizabeths  sister  Nancy.  The  Sparrows 
and  the  Lincolns  were  close  friends.  They  were  neighbors  in 
Hardin  County,  and  were  present  when  Abraham  was  born.  They 
followed  the  Lincolns  to  Indiana  where  they  were  neighbors. 
They  went  through  the  n  milk-sick  n  epidemic  together,  and 
Dennis  was  present  when  Thomas,  Elizabeth,  and  Nancy  died. 
The  Lincolns  gave  Dennis  a  home  in  their  small  log  cabin.  He 
lived  with  them  for  several  years. 

Years  before,  when  the  Lincolns  and  Sparrows  were  living 
in  Hardin  County,  Thomas  Sparrow  took  his  wife  and  Dennis  to 
visit  his  brother,  Henry  Sparrow,  in  Mercer  County.  Dennis  was 
a  small  boy.  The  family  remained  in  Mercer  County  for  three 


years,  and  then  returned  to  Hardin  County.  Dennis  must  have 
received  some  impressions  of  Henry  Sparrow  and  Lucey  while 
living  with  them.  Elizabeth  Sparrow  was  Dennis f  real  aunt, 

4.4 

and, consequently,  TJiomas  Sparrow  was  his  uncle.  It , therefore, 
would  have  been  natural  for  him  to  call  Henry  and  Lucey  his 
aunt  and  uncle. 

Living  several  years  in  the  Lincoln  family  home  in 
Indiana,  Dennis  must  have  heard  the  family  talk  and  stories 
of  relatives.  Henry  and  Lucey  Sparrow  were  likely  discussed. 
Their  relationship  increased  with  the  marriage  of  Dennis  to 
one  of  the  second  Mrs.  Lincoln fs  daughters. 

When  Thomas  Sparrow  was  living  in  Hardin  County  he  be- 
came involved  in  a  land  deal.  The  results  were  unfavorable  to 
him.  After  Thomas  Sparrow  died,  his  brothers  Henry  et  al, 
and  his  sister  decided  to  bring  a  lawsuit  as  his  heirs  at 
law  to  recover  the  land.  Dennis  was  a  beneficiary  in  Thomas 1 
will  but  only  as  to  personal  property  and  not  real  estate. 
He  was  not  an  heir  at  law  as  he  had  never  been  adopted.  The 
Sparrows,  however,  needed  him  as  a  witness.  They  arranged 
for  him  to  be  in  possession  of  one  of  two  pieces  of  land, 
from  which  he  was  subsequently  removed  by  a  counter  lawsuit. 
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The  litigation  was  involved  and  lasted  for  about  five 
years.  At  the  time,  Dennis  was  a  young  man.  There  must  have 
been  countless  meetings  and  conferences  to  plan  the  procedure 
and  events.  Apparently,  Lucey  had  died  as  she  was  not  included 
in  the  suit.  Henry's  sister's  husband  was  included.  Undoubt- 
ably,  there  was  cause  for  talk. 

The  Sparrows  were  unsuccessful  and  the  loss  must  have 
been  expensive.  However,  the  litigation  must  have  brought  the 
family  closer  together.  Dennis  had  contributed  to  the  effort. 
He  was  an  important  member  of  the  family.  The  imporatnce  of 
that  litigation  has  been  overlooked  by  researchers. 

Dennis  had  another  source  of  family  information.  His 
mother-in-law,  Sarah  Bush  Lincoln,  had  lived  in  Hardin  County 
for  many  years  and  was  very  well  connected  socially.  She  was 
well  educated  for  the  times  and  well  informed.  No  doubt  that 
she  inquired  concerning  the  Lincoln  family  relations,  having 
received  attentions  from  Thomas  when  a  young  girl. 

Dennis  Hanks  was  closely  related  to  the  Joseph  Hanks 
family,  and  knew  most  of  them.  They  must  have  visited  in  the 
Thomas  Sparrow  home  with  Elizabeth  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Hanks.  They  could  have  referred  to  her  as  a  sister  if 
she  was  a  sister-in-law. 
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Mrs.  Vawter  was  the  champion  of  tradition.  Squire 
Thompson  was  a  son  of  Sarah  Mitchell  who  had  been  taken  by 
the  Indians  on  the  trip  to  Kentucky.  When  she  was  freed, 
she  lived  with  her  Aunt  Rachel,  Mrs, Richard  Berry  Sr, 

Nancy  Hanks  was  also  living  with  the  Berry  family  at 
the  time,  Sarah  and  Nancy  became  close  friends, 

Sarah  Mitchell  married  John  Thompson  and  they  had 
two  children,  Squire  Thompson  and  Naomi  Thompson, 

Naomi  married  John  Hobart  and  their  child  was  Charlotte 
who  married  Achillies  Vawter, 

Mrs,  Vawter  and  Squire  Thompson  were  direct  descendants  of 
Robert  and  Sarah  Shipley. 

Mrs,  Vawter  had  become  a  teacher  and  had  married  and 
left  Kentucky,  She  returned  during  the  Presidential  campaign 
on  1360,  Everyone  was  excited  about  the  Republican  nominee 
who  claimed  he  was  born  in  Kentucky.  A  farmer  told  Mrs, 
Vawter  that  the  man  was  tne  son  of  Thomas  Lincoln  who  had 
lived  on  Beech  Fork.  An  old  lady  named  Mary  Litsey  told  Mrs 
Vawter  that  she  lived  next  door  to  the  Berrys  and  was  a 
friend  of  the  bride. 

Mrs,  Vawter  commenced  a  campaign  and  with  the  he^p  of 
Squire  Thompson  discovered  the  marriage  records  in  Springfield. 


Mrs  Vawter  established  the  Shipley  tradition  which  is 
the  strongest  tradition  in  the  Lincoln  story.  She  and  Squire 
Thompson  probably  contributed  more  for  Lincoln  history 
than  all  the  historians.  Researchers  followed  the  thread  with 

great  success. 

The  discovery  of  the  marriage  records  was  a  surprise  to 
many  and  a  shock  to  some.  The  illegitimacy  libel  against 
the  President  was  forever  quenched  but  the  perpetrators  then 
concentrated  on  Nancy  and  Lucey, 

Several  years  ago  a  record  was  discovered  in  the 
Courthouse  of  Mercer  County  of  a  proceeding  in  the  County 
Court  wherein  a  grand  jury  had  returned  a  presentment 
against  Lucy  Hanks  for  fornication.  The  record  received 
much  publicity  and  was  called  an  "  indictment".  For  some 
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reason  the  case  was"Discontinued.  It  was  a  shock  to  the 
friends  of  Lincoln  and  gave  support  to  the  stories  told  by 
Herndon, 

I  went  to  Harrodsburg  and  examined  the  record.  The 
proceeding  was  in  1739  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Virginia. 
I  researched  the  law  of  Virginia  and  decided  to  take  action. 
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I  filed  a  Petition  to  Clear  the  Name  of  Lucy  Hanks  in 
the  County  Court  of  Mercer  County,  Kentucky, 

The  Petition  proposed  that  the  proceeding  in  1739 
against  Lucy  Hanks  for  fornication  was  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  because  the  Grand  Jury  was 
composed  of  twelve  members  instead  of  sixteen  members  as  re- 
quired by  the  statutes,  and  therefore,  the  proceeding  was  void 

from  the  beginning. 

The  Court  set  the  Petition  down  for  hearing  on  October  6, 
1976.  I  was  present  and  the  Court  upheld  the  Petition  and 
found  no  fault  with  Lucy  Hanks.  The  Court  ordered  that  the  Pet 
ition,  Order,  and  all  exhibits  become  a  part  of  the  record  of 
the  Mercer  County  Court  Record  Book. 

A  certified  copy  of  the  Petition  and  Order  may  be 
obtained  by  sending  $  3.50  to  the  Court  Clerk. 


No. 


is? 
AT 


001-6 1376 
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IN  THE 

Mercer  County  Quarterly  Court 

Commonwealth  of  Kentucky 

The  Commonwealth 
Against 
Lucy  Hanks 


A  Petition  To  Clear  The  Name  of 
Lucy  Hanks 


To  The  Honorable  Glover  McGinnis,  Judge  Presiding. 


James  A  Peterson 
Petitioner 
David  A.  Taylor 
Attorney  for  Petitioner 


IN  THE 


Mercer  County  Quarterly  Court 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  KENTUCKY 


The  Commonwealth  A  Petition  To  Clear  The  Name 

Against  Of  Lucy  Hanks 

Lucy  Hanks 

To  the  Honorable  Glover  McGinnis,  Presiding  Judge 


This  petition  to  clear  the  name  of  Lucy  Hanks  is  brought  by 
James  A.  Peterson  of  the  Chicago  Bar,  an  amateur 
researcher,  residing  on  White  Oaks  Springs  Farm,  Yorkville, 
Illinois,  60560,  and  represented  by  David  A.  Taylor, 
Attorney  at  Law,  Harrodsburg,  Kentucky. 

Your  petitioner  represents  to  the  Court  as  follows: 
In  1789,  Lucy  Hanks,  who  later  became  known  as  the 
grandmother  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  a  resident  of  Mercer 
County  in  the  District  of  Kentucky  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia. 

On  November  24,  1789  a  grand  jury  consisting  of  twelve 
men,  having  received  their  charge,  retired  out  of  Court  to 
consider  presentments.  After  consulting,  the  grand  jury 
returned  to  Court  and  made  the  following  presentment: 


Lucy  Hanks  for  Fornication. 

There  were  no  facts  stated,  no  witnesses  named,  no  time  or 
place  specified,  and  no  circumstances  or  complainant 
mentioned. 


The  Clerk  was  ordered  to  issue  a  summons  against  Lucy 
Hanks  on  that  day,  November  24,  1789. 

Apparently,  the  summons  was  not  served  because  on 
March  23,  1790,  on  motion  of  the  Attorney  for  the 
Commonwealth  an  Alias  Summons  was  "awarded." 

On  May  25,  1790  an  order  was  entered  by  the  Court  as 
follows: 

"For  reasons  appearing  to  the  Court  the  suit  is  ordered  to 
be  Discontinued." 

Lucy  Hanks  was  not  represented  by  counsel. 

On  the  same  day  in  another  case,  "For  reasons  appearing 
to  the  Court"  a  suit  was  ordered  to  be  "Dismissed." 

If  there  were  any  irregularities  in  the  behavior  of  Lucy 
Hanks  the  Court  did  not  so  find. 

On  April  28,  1790  Lucy  Hanks  signed  a  paper  giving  her 
approbation  for  Henry  Sparrow  to  obtain  a  license,  and 
certifying  that  she  was  of  age.  That,  of  course,  was 
procedure  in  securing  a  marriage  license.  Robert  Mitchel, 
her  brother-in-law,  and  John  Berry,  her  nephew,  signed  as 
witnesses. 

On  April  26,  1790  Henry  Sparrow  and  John  Daniel  signed 
the  marriage  bond  for  Henry  Sparrow  and  Lucy  Hanks.  John 
Daniel  also  signed  a  certificate  of  age  for  Lucy  the  same  day. 
John  Daniel  was  the  husband  of  Henry's  sister,  Biddy 

Sparrow. 


Lucy  Hanks  and  Henry  Sparrow  were  married  by  John 
Baily. 
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Lucy  Hanks  Sparrow  and  Henry  Sparrow  lived  in  Mercer 
County  for  many  years.  They  were  neighbors  of  the 
Mitchells.  They  raised  several  children  who  grew  up  to  be 
respectable  men  and  women.  Henry  Sparrow  Jr.  was  a 
prominent  religious  leader  and  was  an  enthusiastic 
supporter  of  his  famous  kinsman. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  any  kind  reflecting  on  the 
good  moral  character  of  Lucy  Hanks  Sparrow.  There  has 
never  been  any  unfavorable  suspicion  among  her  kinfolks. 

Unfortunately,  during  the  campaign  for  the  Presidency, 
Mr.  Lincoln  in  an  article  written  in  collaboration  with  John 
Locke  Scripps  said,  referring  to  his  father,  "He  finally 
settled  in  Hardin  County  where,  in  1806,  he  was  married  to 
Nancy  Hanks,  whose  family  had  also  come  from  Virginia." 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  mistaken  in  the  county  where  the  marriage 
took  place. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  writers  swarmed  to  Hardin 
County  to  check  the  rumors  spread  during  the  war.  They 
searched  the  Court  House  and  found  no  record  of  a  marriage 
between  Nancy  Hanks  and  Thomas  Lincoln. 

A  man  who  professed  to  be  Abraham  Lincoln's  best  friend 
undertook  to  supply  information  to  writers.  He  told  stories 
that  were  disgraceful,  and  dishonored  both  Nancy  Hanks 
Lincoln,  and  her  mother,  Lucy  Hanks. 

About  1882,  the  marriage  records  were  found  in 
Washington  County,  dispelling  some  of  the  malicious 
gossip.  However,  the  early  books  were  reiied  upon  by  iater 
writers  and  when  the  presentment  proceedings  were 
discovered  about  fifty  years  ago  they  supported  the  gossip 
about  Lucy  Hanks,  li  was  interpreted  as  an  indictment  and 
referred  to  as  such. 
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There  seemed  to  be  no  answer  to  the  court  records,  and  the 
friends  of  the  Lincoln  family  were  shocked  but  defenseless. 

The  records  of  the  Commonwealth  against  Lucy  Hanks  in 
the  County  Court  of  Mercer  County  were  studied  and 
photographed.  A  research  of  the  laws  of  Kentucky  and 
Virginia  in  respect  to  grand  juries,  and  criminal  actions,  was 
undertaken.   It  was  discovered  that  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  1789  in  Mercer  County  of  the  District  of 
Kentucky  provided  that  sixteen  men  constituted  a  grand 
jury  That  being  the  case,  the  proceeding  against  Lucy 
Hanks  by  a  grand  jury  of  twelve  men  was  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  action  was  void  from  the 
beginning,  a  terrible  mistake  to  a  defenseless  woman.  The 
suffering  to  her  and  her  family  cannot  be  measured.  There  is 
no  compensation.  However,  a  finding  of  this  Honorable 
Court  that  the  record  discloses  no  fault  on  the  part  of  Lucy 
Hanks  would  clear  the  name  of  Lucy  Hanks. 


POINTS  AND  AUTHORITIES 

It  was  basic  law  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  in  1789 
and  1790  that  a  grand  jury  must  be  composed  of  at  least 
sixteen  men. 


An  act  for  establishing  a  district  court  on  the  western 

waters. 

May  1782,  6  th  of  the  Commonwealth, 

11  Henings  Statutes  p  85,  Grand  Jury  p  88. 

"—  the  sheriff  of  the  county  in  which  the  court 
may  be  held,  and  as  many  of  his  deputies  as  are 
necessary,  shall  constantly  attend,  and  shall 
summon  twenty  four  able  and  discreet 
freeholders,  or  others  qualified  by  law  to  serve  as 
jurors,  to  appear  on  the  first  day  thereof,  who,  or 
any  sixteen  of  them  appearing,  may  be  sworn  a 
grand  jury  for  the  district,   " 
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An  act  for  reforming  the  county  courts,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

October  1785,  10  th  of  the  Commonwealth, 
12  Henings  Statutes  p  32,  Grand  Jury  p  36 


"The  sheriff  of  each  county  shall,  before  every 
court  of  quarter  sessions,  summon  twenty  four 
freeholders  of  his  county,  qualified  as  the  law 
directs,  for  grand  jurors,  to  appear  at  the  next 
succeeding  court  of  quarter  sessions;  which 
twenty  four  men,  or  any  sixteen  of  them,  shall  be  a 
grand  jury,—" 


An  act  establishing  district  courts  and  for  requlatina 
the  general  court. 

October  1788,  13  th  of  the  Commonwealth, 
12  Henings  Statutes  p  730  Grand  Jury  p  757. 

" — ;  and  the  said  twenty  four  men,  or  any  sixteen 
of  them,  shall  be  a  grand  jury,  — " 


In  1789  Mercer  County  was  in  the  District  of  Kentucky. 

In  1780,  Kentucky  County  was  divided  into  three  counties, 
Lincoln,  Jefferson  and  Fayette. 


An  act  for  establishing  three  new  counties  upon  the 
western  waters. 

May  1780,  4  th  of  the  Commonwealth, 
10  Henings  Statutes  p  315. 


Kentucky  District  was  created  in  1782  by  combining 
Lincoln,  Jefferson  and  Fayette  Counties  with  a  court  of 
original  jurisdiction. 
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An  act  for  establishing  a  district  court  on  the  western 
waters. 

May  1782,  6  th  of  the  Commonwealth, 
11  Henings  Statutes  p  85. 


In  1785,  Mercer  County  was  created,  and  the  Mercer 
County  Court  was  established. 

An  act  for  dividing  the  County  of  Lincoln  into  three 
distinct  counties. 

October  1785,  10  th  of  the  Commonwealth, 
12  Henings  Statutes  p  118. 


There  are  five  Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  that  bear  on 
the  questions  involved.  The  legality  of  the  grand  jury  is  the 
most  important  question.  There  are  other  points  but  they  are 
secondary.  If  the  grand  jury  was  illegal  the  whole  proceeding 
collapses  as  it  is  the  heart  of  the  case. 

The  act  for  establishing  three  new  counties  upon 
the  western  waters  was  passed  in  1780. 


That  act  divided  Kentucky  County  into  three  counties, 
Lincoln,  Jefferson,  and  Fayette. 

An  act  for  establishing  a  district  court  on  the 
western  waters  was  passed  in  1782. 


That  act  created  the  Kentucky  District  by  combining  the 
counties  Jefferson,  Fayette  and  Lincoln  into  one  district.  The 
district  court  was  created  with  original  jurisdiction.  The 
Sheriff  was  directed  to  summon  twenty  four  freeholders  to 
serve  as  jurors,  and  that  any  sixteen  of  them  may  be  sworn 
in  as  a  grand  jury. 
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An  act  for  dividing  the  County  of  Lincoln  into  three 
distinct  counties  was  passed  in  1785. 

In  that  statute  Mercer  County  was  created.  Lincoln  County 
was  divided  into  three  counties,  Mercer,  Madison  and 
Lincoln. 

An  act  for  reforming  the  county  courts,  and  for 
other  purposes  was  passed  in  1785. 

That  act  provided  for  presentments  and  criminal 
prosecutions.  It  also  provided  for  the  selection  of  jurors  to 
serve  in  grand  juries.  Sixteen  men  constituted  a  grand  jury. 
The  statute  excepted  caveats  in  relation  to  land  in  Kentucky. 

In  1788,  an  act  was  passed  establishing  district  courts,  and 
for  regulating  the  general  court.  That  statute  provided: 


"Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly,  That  this  commonwealth,  except  the 
district  of  Kentucky,  shall  be  divided  into  districts, 
and  a  superior  court  holden  in  each,  in  the 
manner,  and  at  the  times  and  places  hereinafter 
mentioned  " 

October  1788,  13  th  of  the  Commonwealth, 

12  Henings  Statutes  p  730. 

On  page  757,  the  statute  provided  for  a  grand  jury,  and  the 

selection  of  jurors. 

" — ;  and  the  said  twenty  four  men,  or  any  sixteen 
of  them,  shall  be  a  grand  jury,  " 
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There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  law  of  the  Commonwealth  in 
1789  and  1790  required  that  there  be  sixteen  men  on  a  grand 
jury.  A  grand  jury  of  twelve  men  was  not  according  to  law 
and  therefore  it  was  no  grand  jury.  All  the  actions  of  the 
twelve  men  were  null  and  void  from  the  beginning. 

Respectfully  submittedr^ 


Petitioner 


0OT°81S76 


Mercer  County  Quarterly  court 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  KENTUCKY 


VS. 

ORDER 


LUCY  HANKS 


1 


PLAINTIFF 


DEFENDANT 


On  the  Petition  of  James  A.  Peterson  to  clear  the  nMe  of  Lucy 
HanKs  filed  herein,  it  appearing  to  the  Court,  that 

1.     in  the  prooeeding  of  Co™on„ealth  v.  Lucy  Hanhs  in  the 
guarter  sessions  court  of  Mercer  county,  Co^onweaith  of  Virginia 
the  record  of  the  court  discioses  that  on  Hove^her  24.  i789,  tMel"e 
San,  naming  them,  „ere  s„Qrn  i„  as  a  ^  ^  ^  £~ 

uounty,  and  having  received  their  charge,  retired  out  of  court  to 
consult  on  what  presentments  they  could  mAe,  and  that 

2.     The  record  shows  that  the  said  rr,^  T 

e  said  Grand  Jury  returned  into 
court  and  made  the  following  presentment: 

Lucy  Hanks  for  Fornication,   and  that 

3=  ■  The  record  further  shows  that  the  Court  "ordered  that  the 
Cler,  issue  a  _s  againsfc  ^  ^  ^ 

the  Grand  Jury,"  and  that 

4.     There  is  an  entry  in  the  record  on  March  23.  1790.  that  on 
-tion  of  the  attorney  for  the  Co_alt„  an  alias  sulcus  was 
awarded  therein,  and  that 

5-     On  May  25,  1790.  there  was  an  entry  i„  the  record; 

•"For  reasons  appearing  to  the  court  the  suit  is  ordered 
to  be  discontinued."  ' 


The  Court,  having  examined  the  records,  finds  that, 

1.  In  1789 ,  Kentucky  was  a  district  of  Virginia,,  and  that  as 
this  proceeding  occurred  in  1789  the  law  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia  had  jurisdiction. 

2.  The  Court  finds  that  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Virginia  in  1789  reguired  sixteen  men  to  constitute  a  grand  jury  ; 
that  the  panel  of  twelve  men  sworn  in  as  a  grand  jury  on  November  24, 
1789 f  and  charged  as  a  Grand  Jury  of  Inguest  by  the  Court  was  contrary 
to  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  was  illegal  and 
unlawful;   and  that  therefore,  there  was  no  grand  jury. 

3.  The  Court  finds  that  in  the  proceeding  of  Commonwealth  v. 
Lucy  Hanks  there  being  no  grand  jury,,  the  presentment  returned  to  the 
court  was  illegal,  unlawful,  and  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia. 

4.  The  Court  finds  that  the  presentment  being  unlawful  and  of 
no  effect,  the  summons  and  alias  summons  were  illegal  and  void. 

5.  The  Court  finds  that  there  being  no  grand  jury,,  and  the 
presentment  being  null  and  void,  the  Court  should  have  discharged  the 
panel  and  ordered  the  Clerk  to  expunge  the  record. 

THEREFORE,  the  Court  further  finds  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
above  record  to  diminish  the  good  moral  character  of  Lucy  Hanks  as  the 
result  of  the  above  proceeding; 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  above  proceeding  be  dismissed, 
and  it  is  further  ordered  by  the  Court  that  this  Order,  Petition  and 
all  exhibits  in  the  above  styled  case  be  filed  in  the  Office  of  the 
Mercer  County  Court  Clerk,  and  become  a  part  of  the  record  of  the 
Mercer  County  Court  Order  Book. 

This  the  6th  day  of  October ,  1976. 


JUDGE,  MERCER'  QUARTERLY  COURT 

   C  £  H  T  I  F I  C  A  T  £ 

rtate  of  Kentucky  1  """    "T"  '     -  - 

County  .of  U6TC&  j  Sct-  " 

,h     ''  *  •  M°rrlS '  Clerk  of  ^  Mercer  County  Court -do  hereby  aJfe 

that  the  xoregoing  is  a  full,  true,  and  correct  copy  of  the  instant  • 
the  same  appears  of  record  in  ray  office  in  Book  ^2   Page  DJ? 
.Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  th^^^f-^  ,  ^ 


I  believe  that  we  have  found  the  location  of  the  home  of 
Lucey  Hanks  Sparrow  and  Henry  Sparrow. 

I  have  retained  the  services  of  Surveyor  Charles  Thomas  of 
Danville  to  run  a  line  to  "  Sparrows  Corner  %  and  stake  out  the 
site.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  I  made  up  for  Mr.  Thomas. 

A  very  interesting  revelation  is  that  the  east  line  of  the 
original  James  Mitchell  land,  and  the  west  line  of  the  Josiah 
Campbell  deed  is  a^ost  the  same  east  line  of  the  present  Mitchell 
land.  See  aerial  photograph. 

Firs.  Louis  Ison  did  a  remarkable  piece  of  research  in  proving 
that  Henry  Sparrow  was  taxed  for  71  acres  in  1797  on  land  that  was 
entered  by  Kincaid  and  Brumfield.  The  only  piece  that  could  have  b 
entered  by  Kincaid  and  Brumfield  is  the  over  lap  of  the  surveys  in 
the  northwest  corner  of  the  James  Brumfield  survey. 

Researchers  have  studied  the  micro-films  of  the  tax  records 
but  Mrs.  Ison  discovered  the  important  facts. 

I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Thomas  would  appreciate  your  interest  in 
this  important  discovery*  \ 


Jambs  A.  Peterson 
Attorney  at  Law 


White  Oaks  Springs  Farm 
Yorkville,  Illinois  60560 
Telephone  (312)  553-7111 

HOME  OF  HENRY  SPARROW  AND  LUCEY  HANKS  SPARROW 

Abstract 

The  few  references  to  Sparrow  relating  to  land  in  central 
Kentucky  involved  the  Chaplin  waterway. 

Tracts  of  land  came  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  original 
pioneer  "  who  entered  "  the  land  or  surveyed  it, 

SPARROW  LAND 

The  key  survey  in  connection  with  land  involving  Henry 
Sparrow  is  the  Wm.  McBryer,  sometimes  spelled  Mc  Brayer,  survey. 
That  survey  is  especially  important  because  the  claim  of  Mc  Brayer 
for  a  settlement  and  preemption  of  1400  acres  "  on  both  sides  of 
Chaplin  fork  w  was  upheld  by  the  Land  Office  Commission  and  is 
recorded  in  the  Certificate  Book, 

The  Mc  Brayer  survey  is  the  key  plat  because  of  its  relation 
to  the  surveys  of  James  Brumfield,  James  Speed,  and  Arthur  Harbi- 
son, The  surveys  of  the  neighboring  tracts  may  be  assembled  with 
amazing  accuracy.  The  claim  of  Arthur  Harbison  was  upheld  by  the 
Land  Commission  supporting  1400  acres  of  neighboring  integral 
land. 

With  the  plats  of  the  surveys  assembled,  it  is  important  to 
have  a  definite  tie  to  the  ground. 


-2- 


.In  1808,  Guthrie  made  a  deed  to  Moore  for  50  acres  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  James  Speed  tract. 

The  dimensions  in  the  deed  tie  the  corner  of  the  tract  to  a 
creek.  With  the  Speed  tract  in  place  with  the  assembled  tracts, 
the  Guthrie  Deed  confirms  the  location. 

BRUMFIELD  TRACT 

James  Brumfield  entered  541  acres  in  1i7#2.  His  tract  was 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Arthur  Harbisons  tract  and  James  Kinkeads 
tract,  and  on  the  east  by  James  Speeds  tract. 

The  dimensions  of  the  James  Brumfield  tract  were  320  poles 
from  east  to  west,  and  270  poles  from  north  to  south. 

In  1791,  Brumfield  deeded  his  east  100  acres  to  Jacob  Minor. 
In  the  deed  the  north-south  line  was  described  as  234  poles. 
The  north-south  Line  in  the  Brumfield  survey  was  270  poles.  There- 
fore, the  deed  granted  U  poles  to  Minor  that  Brumfield  did  not 
own. 

In  1305,  the  Brumfield  heirs  sold  320  acres  to  Josiah  Campbell. 
In  that  deed  the  eastern  line  was  described  as  282  poles,  granting 
12  poles  Brumfield  did  not  own. 

The  southern  boundary  in  the  deed  was  described  as  203  poles 
to  two  beeches  and  a  black  ash.  In  that  deed  the  south  line  was 
12  poles  south  of  the  surveyors  line. 
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SPARROWS  CORNER 

From  that  point,  the  two  beeches  and  a  black  ash,  the  line 

was  described  as, 

"  north  twelve  Degrees  East  one  hundred  and  seventy  Eight 
poles  to  two  Beeches  on  Sparrows  Corner". 

From  there  the  line  was  described  as, 

"  north  one  Hundred  and  ten  poles  to  an  Hickory  in  the 
aforesaid  Harbisons  line—". 

110  poles  added  to  1i7#  poles  is  2&&  poles . 

In  as  much  as  the  Brumfield  line  from  north  to  south  was 
270  poles,  it  is  obvious  that  the  error  of  12  poles  in  the  north- 
south  line  of  the  deed  placed  the  Sparrows  Corner  farther  south 
than  the  correct  position. 

Had  the  lawyer  who  drew  the  deed  used  the  correct  north- 
south  dimension  of  270  poles  instead  of  2#2  poles,  the  17#  pole 
north  line  would  have  reached  approximately  12  poles  farther  north. 
There  would  then  have  been  only  270  poles  minus  17S  poles,  or  92 
poles  to  the  Harbison  line  The  angle  of  the  1 78  pole  line  made 
only  a  slight  difference. 

In  other  deeds  the  distance  from  Harbisons  line  to  the  two 
beeches  was  described  as  94  poles. 
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.It  is  interesting  that  three  deeds  were  executed  on  the  same 
day  in  1605  in  behalf  of  the  Brumfield  heirs  by  Commissioners 
appointed  by  the  County  Court  of  Mercer  County  pursuant  to  written 
contracts  made  by  James  Brumfield  in  his  lifetime.    The  grantees 
were  Josiah  Campbell,  Robert  Mitchell,  and  James  Mitchell.  It  is 
likely  that  the  contracts  were  negotiated  at  different  times. 
The  deeds  would  follow  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  contracts. 

It  appears  that  the  Campbell  sale  was  the  first  one  because 
the  other  deeds  mention  "  Campbells  line". 

The  Campbell  deed  mentions  "  two  beeches  on  Sparrows  Corner". 
The  other  deeds  refer  to  the  same  location  without,  "Sparrows 
Corner",  merely  "  two  beeches  ". 

Although  there  was  some  little  variation  in  the  measurements, 
the  distance  did  not  exceed  265  feet.  That  variation  is  not  unusual 
in  rough  forest  land. 
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There  are  three  tracts  of  land  associated  with  the  original 
Sparrow  in  what  became  Mercer  County,  formerly  Lincoln  County, 
Kentucky. 

JAMES  SPARROW 

In  17#9  the  nuncupative  Will  of  James  Sparrow  was  filed  and 
proved  in  Mercer  County,  and  provided  as  follows; 

"  and  my  Land  is  to  be  devided  first  One  Hundred  for  my  Eldest 
Son  hendry  then  the  other  three  hundred  to  be  devided 
eaqually  to  the  outher  Fore  Sons  Thomas  James  Peter  and 
Dini  Sparow — w       Mercer  County  Order  Book  1,  Pages  403,409. 

In  1794,  James  Speed  and  James  Brumfield  made  a  deed  to 

Lewis  Hawks  for  10$  acres  in  "  Speeds  Trough  Lick  tract  of  four 

hundred  and  five  acres" t 

11  Beginning  at  a  hackberry  Sugar  tree  and  black  walnut  in 
Lark in  Minors  line  ninety  three  poles  south  of  Speeds  North 
west  corner  at  the  corner  of  the  land  leased  to  Sparrow 

running  with  Sparrows  line  and  continuing  " 

Mercer  County  Deed  Book  4  Q.S.  pp.49, 50, $1 , 52 

In  1795  Lewis  Hawks  deeded  to  Jacob  Minor  50  acres  which  was 

part  of  the  105  acres  that  Hawks  purchased  from  James  Speed, 

"  Beginning  at  a  Sugar  tree  and  walnut  in  said  Jacob  Miners 
line  at  Sparrows  south  West  corner  thence  East  with  Sparrows 
line  sixty  poles  to  a  Buckeye  and  Beech—-" 

Mercer  County  Deed  Book  2  p  519 

Apparently,  James  Sparrow,  the  Father  of  Henry  Sparrow  and 

the  husband  of  Mary  Sparrow,  was  under  the  impression  that  he 

owned  400  acres  of  land.  The  James  Speed  tract  comprised  about  400 

acres.  The  Will  of  James  Sparrow  strongly  indicated  the  assumption. 
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MARY  SPARROW 

During  that  period  there  many  changes  in  the  laws  and 
regulations  in  connection  with  the  settlement  of  lands,  establishing, 
and  the  perfecting  of  titles,  Far  removed  pioneers  had  little 
communication  with  the  seat  of  government,  and  the  news  was  slow. 
It  was  not  unusual  for  a  family  to  learn  that  they  had  failed  to 
fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  laws  and  had  not  perfected  their 
title.  Often  by  arrangement  with  the  successful  owner,  the  pioneer 
remained  on  the  premises  as  a  tentant.  Laws  were  enacted  to  tax 
those  tentants.  Hence  the  listing  of  people  on  the  tax  records 
without  any  acres. 

The  deed  from  Speed  and  Brumfield  to  Hawks,  and  the  deed 
from  Hawks  to  Minor  certainly  prove  that  Sparrow  was  in  possession 
of  land  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  James  Speed  tract,  and  that 
the  possession  was  a  leasehold.  See  deed  to  Hawks,  "  at  the  corner 
of  the  land  leased  to  Sparrow", 

Mary  Sparrow  was  in  possession  of  50  acres  in  the  James  Speed 
tract  from  1794  to  1304. 

Mary  Sparrow  was  listed  on  the  tax  record  in  1794  for  50 
acres;  no  acres  mentioned  for  1795;  and  for  50  acres  in  1803  and 
1804;  the  land  being  in  the  James  Speed  tract* 
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JAMES  B.  SPARROW 

John  Berry  died  in  1795.  His  land  was  west  and  adjacent  to 

the  James  Brumfield  tract.  A  codicil  to  his  Will  provided: 

w  Item  it  is  my  Will  and  pleasure  that  fifty  acres  of  the 
above  mentioned  land  left  to  my  wife  Ann  be  for  the  use 
of  James  B.  Sparrow  his  lifetime  and  my  wife  Ann  first 
taking  choice  in  witness  whereof  I  have  set  my  hand  and 
affixed  my  seal  as  above". 

Will  Book  1  page  214  Mercer  County 

The  tax  records  listed  James  B.  Sparrow  in  1794,  and  for  50  acres 

in  1796  and  1 £02  in  the  John  Berry  tract. 

HENRY  SPARROW 

In  1794  and  1795  Henry  Sparrow  was  listed  on  the  tax  records 
without  any  acres. 

71  ACRES 

In  1797,  Henry  Sparrow  was  listed  on  the  tax  records  for  71 
acres  of  land  entered  by  Kincaid  &  Brumfield.  Ky.  Hist.  Soc.  Frank- 
fort, Ky. 

In  1799,1300,1302,1303,1304,1305,  Henry  Sparrow  was  listed 
for  71  acres. 

In  1306,  Henry  Sparrow  was  listed  but  with  no  acres.  1305 
was  the  last  year  that  he  was  listed  with  the  71  acres.  From  1306 
through  1310  Henry  Sparrow  was  listed  for  taxes  but  with  no  land. 
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Jn  1605  Robert  Mitchell  received  a  deed  from  the  Brumfield 
heirs  for  35  acres  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  Brumfield  tract • 

In  1306,  Francis  dole  was  listed  for  taxes  on  71  acres,  and 
Henry  Sparrow  was  not  listed  for  71  acres. 

In  1303,  Kinkead  sold  his  300  acres  to  Robert  Mitchell.  That 
tract  included  the  overlay  on  the  Brumfield  tract. 

In  1309,  Robert  Mitchell,  now  the  owner  of  the  71  acres, 
sold  the  land  to  Francis  Cole.  That  was  the  first  deed  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  Brumfield  tract  to  mention  71  acres.  After  1305, 
Francis  Cole  was  on  the  Tax  records  for  71  acres. 

In  1313,  Cole  deeded  71  acres  to  David  Campbell. 

"  thence  42  poles  to  a  Branch  thence  up  the  same  South 
52  West  70  poles  " 

The  line  followed  the  creek,  which  placed  the  land  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  Brumfield  tract,  partly  in  the  Kinkead  tract, 
and  partly  in  the  Berry  tract. 

There  is  no  record  of  Henry  Sparrow  holding  fee  simple  title 
to  any  land. 
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Summary 
SPARROWS  CORNER 

1 •      The  deed  from  James  Brumf ield  to  Josiah  Campbell  in  1 S05 
located  Sparrows  Corner  in  the  northwest  part  of  the 
Brumf ield  survey. 

2.  Henry  Sparrow  paid  taxes  for  several  years  on  71  acres. 

3.  In  1797  the  tax  records  list  Kincaid  &  Brumf ield  as  having 
made  the  entry  on  the  71  acres  listed  by  Henry  Sparrow. 

4.  The  only  place  where  the  Kincaid  land  and  the  Brumfield 
land  could  be  taxed  together  is  the  overlay  of  the  Kincaid 
land  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  Brumfield  land. 

5.  The  71  acres  on  which  Henry  Sparrow  was  taxed  was  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  the  Brumfield  land  including  the  Kincaid 
overlay. 

6.  The  land  was  Sparrows  Corner. 

THE  HOME  OF  HENRY  SPARROW  AND  LUCEY  HANKS  SPARROW 
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Certifies 

(Cert,  issued  for  400  fees  &c  pd.  &  Cert. 

D.  D.  to  George  McAfee). 
.  Bob.  McAfee  this  day  claimed  a  right 
to  a  settlement  to  a  Tract  of  Land  lying 
on  Salt  River  on  both,  sides  about  % 
of  a  M  below  McAfee  Station  called 
Fort  Liberty  by  improving  the  said 
Land  and  in  making  Corn  in  the  year 
1775  satisfactory  proof  being  made  to 
the  Court  they  are  of  Opinion  that  the 
said  McAfee  has  a  right  to  a  settlement 
of  400  Acres  &  that  a  Certificate  issue 
for  the  same.  He  declining  to  claim  his 
preemption 

Vide  p 

(Cert  issued  for  1400  fees  &e  pd  Cert 
D.  L\) 

.;William  McBrayers  this  day  claimed 
alright  to  a  settlement  &  preemption  to 
ft  Tract  of  Land  lying  on  the  Waters  of 
Salt  River  on  the  West  side  of  Chap- 
Hns  Fork  on  a  small  branch  About  y% 
'Afiles,  from  the  head  of  said  branch  by 
bnproving  the  said  land  and  raising  of 
corn  in  the  year  1776  satisfactory  proof 
&eng  made  to  the  Court  they  are  of 
Opinion  that  the  said  McBrayer  has- a 
right  to  a  settlement  of  400  Acres  of 
Land  including  the  said  improvement 
&  the  preemption  of  1000  Acres  Adjoin- 
ing -and  that  a  Certificate  issue  for  the 
same/ . 

(Cert  issued  for  1400  fees  &c  pd  D.  D. 

to  Capt  Levi  Todd) 
.  James  McAfee  thiis  day  claimed  a 
right  to  a  settlement  &  preemption  to  a 
Tract  of  Land  lying  on  both  sides  of 
Salt  Biver  joining  James  McCowns  on 
the  North  side  &  Sam'l  McAfees  on  the 


:e  Book  17 

South  by  improving  the  said  land  in  the 
year  1775  and  raising  a  Crop  of  Cora 
in  the  year  1776  satisfactory  proof  be- 
ing made  to  the  Court  they  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  said  James  McAfee  has  a 
right  to  a  settlement  of  400  Acres  of 
Land  including  the  said  improvement 
and  the  preemption  of  1000  Acres  Ad- 
Homing  &  that  a  Certificate  issue  for  the 
same 

(Cert  D.  D.  Fees  &c  pd  &  cert.  D.  D.) 
.George.  McAfee_  this  day  claimed  a 
right  to  a  settlement  &  preemption  to  a 
Tract  of  Land  lying  on  both  sides  of 
Salt  River  joining  the  lower  side  of 
James  McCowns  land  by  improving  the 
same  &  raising  a  Crop  of  Corn  in  tlje 
year  1775  Satisfactory  proof  being  made, 
to  the  Court  they  are  of  Opinion  that 
the  s'd  McAfee  has  a  right  to  a  settle- 
ment of  400  Acres  of  land  including 
said  improvement  &  a  preemption  of 
1000  Acres  Adjoining  and  that  a  Cert'e 
issue  for  the  same 

(Cert  issued  for  1400  fees  fee  pd  $ 
D.  D.) 

William  Adams  this  day  claimed  a 
right  to  a  settlement  &  preemption  to  a 
Tract  of  Land  lying  on  both  sides  of 
Salt  River  joining  the  North  Side  oi 
George  McAfee's  Land  by  improving 
the  said  land  &  raising  a  Crop  of  Corn 
at  Boons  borough  in  the  year  1775  satis- 
factory proof  being  made  to  the  Court 
they  are  of  Opinion  that  the  said  Adams 
has  a  right  to  a  settlement  of  400  Acre* 
including  the  said  improvement  &  a  pre- 
emption of  1000  Acres  Adjoining  and 
that  a  Certificate  issue  for  the  same 
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ing  made  to  the  Court  they  are  of  Opin- 
ion that  the  said  Diannah  has  a  right  to 
a  settlement  of  400  Acres  of  Land  to  in- 
clude the  said  improvement  &  the 
preemption  of  1000  Acres  adjoining  & 
-that  a  Certificate  issue  accordingly. 

(Cert  issd  for  1400  fees  &c  pd  D.  D.) 

Joshua  Pennick  this  day  claimed  a 
settlement  &  preemption  to  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  District  of  Kentucky  lying 
on  the  waters  of  Stoners  Fork  a  branch 
of  licking  Creek  on  both  sides  of  said 
Fork  joining  the  lands  by  Stephen 
Hendroek  below  by  improving  the  same 
&  settling  in  the  year  1777  &  residing 
ever  since  satisfactory  proof  being  made 
to  the  Court  they  are  of  Opinion  that 
the  said  Pennick  has  a  right  to  a  settle- 
ment of  400  Acres  of  Land  including 
the  said  improvement  &  the  preemption 
of  1000  Acres  Adjoining  &  that  a  Certi- 
ficate issue  accordingly. 

(Cert  issd  f  orl400  Acres_f  ees_&cpd  D. 
Dyto-Jas  Harbeson) 
Arther  Harbeson  claims  being  re- 
beard  and  the  parties  present,  It  Ap- 
pearing to  the  Court  by  Testimony  that 
the  s 'd  Harbeson  raised  a  crop  of  Corn 
in  the  year  1776  &  improving  a  tract 
lying  on  both  sides  Chapplins  Fork 
near  the  head  thereof  the  same  year 
ttoey  are  of  Opinion  that  the  said 
Harbeson  has  a  right  to  a  settlement  of 
400  Acres  of  Land  to  include  the  said 
improvement  &  the  preemption  of  1000 
Acres  adjoining  &  that  a  Certificate  is- 
sue accordingly.— 

(Cert  issd  for  1400  fees  &c  pd  D.  D.) 

John  Kenady  Jun'r  this  day  claimed 
*  settlement  &  preemption  to  a  tract  of 


Land  in  the  District  of  Kentucky  lying 
on  both  sides  of  Kennady 's  fork  of 
paint  lick  Creek  by  the  said  Kenedys 
improving  the  same  &  raising  a  Crop  of 
Corn  in  the  year  1775  satisfactory  proof 
being  made  to  the  Court  they  are  of 
Opinion  that  the  said  Kennedy  has  a 
right  to  a  settlement  of  400  Acres  of 
land  to  include  the  said  improvement 
&  the  preemption  of  1000  Acre?  adjoin- 
ing and  that  a  Certificate  issue  accord- 
ingly 

(Cert  issd  for  1400  fees  &c  pd  D.  D.) 

John  Kennady  Jun'r  Assee  of  Roger 
Hinde  this  day  claimed  a  settlement  & 
preemption  to  a  tract  of  land  lying  in 
the  District  of  Kentucky  lying  on  both 
sides  Kennedys  Fork  of  Paint  lick  Creek 
adjoining  the  s'd  Kenadj^s  claim  above 
on  the  said  fork  by  the  said  Hindes  im- 
proving the  said  lands  and  raising  a 
Crop  of  Corn  in  the  year  1776  satisfac- 
tory proof  being  made  to  the  Court 
they  are  of  Opinion  that  the  said  Ken- 
nady has  a  right  to  a  settlement  of  400 
Acres  of  Land  including  the  said  im- 
provement &  the  preemption  of  1000 
Acres  adjoining  &  that  a  Certificate  is- 
sue accordingly. 

(Cert  issd  for  1400  fees  &c  pd  Jno. 
Kennedy) 
John  Kennady  Sen'r  this  day  claim- 
ed a  settlement  &  preemption  to  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  District  of  Kentucky 
lying  on  both  sides  of  Silver  Creek 
known  by  the  name  of  the  locust  bend  by 
improving  the  same  in  the  year  1775  & 
raising  a  Crop  of  corn  in  the  year  1776 
satisfactory  proof  being  made  to  the 
Court  they  are  of  Opinion  that  the  said 
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